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et al.: contributors

CONTRIBUTORS
Karin Aguilar-San Juan is an urban sociologist who teaches interdisciplinary courses in
American Studies at Macalester College. “Schools and Prisons: Dismantling the
Pipeline” is an upper-level undergraduate seminar that combines a reflective, practical
internship experience with critical theory and writing. She is a board member of Amicus,
a non-profit organization that helps ex-offenders and communities in transition. Her
books include The State of Asian America: Activism and Resistance in the 1990s (with
Jaimes and Hwang, 1994); Dragon Ladies: Asian American Feminists Breathe Fire (with
Shah and Kochiyama, 1999); and Little Saigons: Staying Vietnamese in America (2009).
Westenley (Wes) Alcenat ’10 was born in Haiti and immigrated to the United States at
10 years old, growing up in Minneapolis. At Macalester College, he earned a B.A. in
History and Political Science. During his junior year, Wes participated in a study abroad
program in Geneva, Switzerland, where he conducted a research project into the racial
challenges of new immigrants. He then joined a summer seminar at the University of
Pennsylvania under the auspices of the Society for the History of the Early American
Republic (SHEAR)-Mellon Foundation, where he researched representations of Haiti in
antebellum Black newspapers. When the earthquake hit Haiti, Wes led fund-raising
efforts at Macalester, including a night of spoken word poetry and solo performances,
which raised some $20,000. Wes was selected as a recipient of the Presidential
Leadership Award and the Global Citizenship Award. Chosen as the class speaker for
commencement, his speech was titled, “A New Kind of Leadership.” He has been
admitted to Columbia University's Ph.D. program in History.
Ian F. Haney López is the John H. Boalt Professor of Law at the University of
California, Berkeley, where he teaches in the areas of race and constitutional law. He has
published groundbreaking books on the social and specifically legal construction of race.
Racism on Trial: The Chicano Fight for Justice (2003) documents how police violence
not only radicalized but racialized Mexican-American activists during the late 1960s.
White by Law: The Legal Construction of Race (1996, rev. 2006) details judicial efforts
to interpret the “white person” prerequisite in place in U.S. naturalization law until 1952.
His numerous articles have appeared in such journals as the Stanford Law Review, Yale
Law Journal, California Law Review, and Pennsylvania Law Review. His work has also
been featured in more than two-dozen anthologies and encyclopedias, and he has
published opinion pieces in the New York Times, Los Angeles Times, and San Francisco
Chronicle. Haney López started his teaching career at the University of Wisconsin,
Madison, and he has been a visiting professor at Yale and Harvard law schools, and was
a Rockefeller Fellow in Law and Humanities at Stanford University.
Callie Thuma ’10 is an American Studies major and a Geography minor. Her hometown
is Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. At Macalester, she worked closely with the Department of
Multicultural Life as a Cultural House staff member, a co-facilitator for the White
Identity Collective, and a member of the Women's History Month planning
committee. She also ran for the Women's cross-country and track teams. Callie received a
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Lilly Summer Fellowship in 2008 to learn about and participate in community organizing
with the West Side Citizens' Organization in Saint Paul. She spent the spring of her junior
year in Flecheiras, Ceará (northeast Brazil), where she studied community-based tourism
and youth cultural organizing. In 2010, she was awarded a Presidential Leadership Award
and a Lealtad-Suzuki Center Award recognizing her service to the Department of
Multicultural Life. After graduation she will teach elementary special education at
ARISE Academy in the Upper Ninth Ward of New Orleans as a Teach for America corps
member.
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